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Readers have noted that we have recently published much on the families Newberry 
and Spruill. “Why?” some may ask, when there are myriads of other families awaiting 


their turn? 


In answer and justification, we call upon that great British mountaineer, George 
Herbert Leigh Mallory (1886-1924), who died on the high slopes of Mt. Everest. Once 
when asked why he wanted to climb Everest, weary of the oft-asked question he 
peevishly replied, “Because it’s THERE”. Well answered, Mr. Mallory. We know what 


you mean. 


Because of preservationism, or pack-ratism, or hedge against legal action, or just plain 
family pride, succeeding generations of the aforementioned families have amassed a 
remarkable documentation of their lines back to their arrival in the Albemarle. Present-day 


heirs are kindly sharing this bounty with us. 


So, we have these two “Everests” rising high above the hills and plains of our 
genealogical South Shore landscape. As the Asian Everest was accessable to Mallory, so 
are these to us. We shall continue to climb them. 


CONTRIBUTORS 
Edwin A. Norman EAN 
Clyde Spruill Smithson CSS 
Carolyn Spruill Phelps CSP 
Rodney K. Deshields RKD 
Edited by Edwin A Norman 


Typed by Carolyn S. Phelps 
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FAREWELL TO A FAITHFUL FRIEND 
MINUTES OF THE TYRRELL COUNTY COURT 


This is the seventh year in which a “200 Years Ago in Old Tyrrell” article has 
graced our mid-year Journal. This will be the last, and we shall miss it. 


This series of articles has been drawn from the Minutes of the Tyrrell County Court 
of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, the court (all counties had such) that fixed the tax rate, 
licensed ordinaries, issued Bastardy Bonds, probated wills, qualified executors, appointed 
administrators, and ordered the indentures of orphaned, or otherwise unfortunate, children. 


It provided for the laying-out of roads, ensured the maintenance of roads and bridges, 
set the ferry rates, and paid the keepers of “free” ferries. It appointed county officials, 
and supervised the keeping of county records. We will not attempt to list all its 
functions. 


Now, about the termination of our series..... In 1799 Washington County was erected 
by Act of Assembly. Beginning with the new century, we were no longer a part of Old 
Tyrrell; we would have our own County Court with its own fascinating Minutes. Right 
off, there was one catch---as first drawn, the new maps showed Washington’s present 
Scuppernong Township, including most of Lake Phelps and the sites of present-day 
Creswell and Cherry, still in Tyrrell. This error was not corrected until after the Census 
of 1800, which accounts for our finding some of our ancestors in 1800 in Tyrrell’s. 
Census when we know that they were “really” of Washington. 


The Tyrrell Minutes of our series (1793-1799) have provided readers of our Journals 
with much invaluable genealogical and local history information, including clues that have 
been a springboard to fruitful further research. A reading of them in their entirety, 
1735-1868, (a few years are missing--apparently destroyed) is, in my opinion, essential 
reading for anyone searching their South Shore roots. The old admonition, “Neglect the 
County Court Minutes at your peril”, is manifestly sound advice. 


It is unlikely that we will have a “200 Years Ago in Washington County” series. If 
we do, it will not be drawn from our Pleas and Quarter Sessions Minutes. Those gems 
were apparently victim of our several courthouse fires, and we were left poor indeed. 


¢$¢4¢ ¢ 4 
DESCENT OF LAND 


Prior to 1784, all real property of an intestate should descend to the heir-at-law who 
was in most instances the eldest son. From 1784 until 1808, land holdings fall equally 
on all male issue. After 1808 female children were admitted to heir on the same basis 
as males. 

(Abstracted from NC Genealogical Society Journal, p 184. August 1984.) 
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TWO HUNDRED YEARS AGO IN OLD TYRRELL 
SELECTED ITEMS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE TYRRELL COURT OF 
PLEAS AND QUARTER SESSIONS 
1799 


JANUARY TERM 

-First day Justices presiding were Charles Spruill, Henry Norman, Daniel Davenport 
-William Mcgound licensed to keep ordinary at own house. 

-An account of sale of estate of Joseph Norman, Jun. was entered in open court. 
-Ordered that Isaac Norman, administrator of estate of Joseph Norman, Sen. have leave to 
sell the perishable estate of said deceased and make returns to next court. (Note that 
Joseph, Senior and Junior, died within a short time of each other. ed.) 

-Ordered that Thomas Fagan have leave of administration on estate of Joseph Chapman. 
-Ordered that Elija Warrington be allowed eight shillings per day as constable this term. 
-Elija Warrington appointed constable in his former district. 

-Ordered that Thomas Warrington have leave of administration on estate of Enoch 
Ludford. 

-” A bill of sale of a house and lot in the Town of Plymouth from William Armistead 
to Capt. John Gurther was proved.....by John Armistead.” 

-A deed of sale of land from Edmond Blount, High Sheriff, to Thomas Smith proved by 
the oath of Jessie Lewis. 

-’Ordered that Silas Bateman, orphan of John Bateman, be bound to William Bateman 
till he arrive to lawful age and the said Master learn the said apprentice to read wright 
and cypher as far as the Rule of three.” 

-Jemima Chapman Admix of Joseph Chapman, returns in open court an acct. of sales of 
said deceased. 

-Deed of sale of land from Edmond Blount, High Sheriff, to King Spruill acknowledged. 
-Martin R. Byrd Esq granted leave to keep ordinary at Lees Mill. 

-Stevens Downing to keep ordinary in own house. 

-James Hoskins Esq appointed guardian to Holt Snell in room of Thomas Warrington. 
-Isaac Norman administrator of Joseph Norman returns account of sales. 

-Bill of sale of Negro girl from Rev Charles Pettigrew to Asa Phelps acknowledged. 
-Richard Lucas orphan of James Lucas bound to Dempsey Harrison...to lawful age...to 
learn house carpenter. Master provide three months schooling. 

-Zebulon Tarkington appointed guardian to Zilpha Spruill, orphan of Simeon Spruill. 
Securities were John Bateman, Joseph Ansley. 

-John Alexander be appointed guardian to Joseph Alexander and Silvenus Alexander 
orphan of Joseph Alexander. 

-Rachel Bryan a person of colour bound to Russell Armstrong till lawful age. 

-Capt. John Armistead granted leave to keep ferry from Plymouth to Edenton. 

-Capt. James Swain allowed 11 pounds six shillings for keeping public ferry last year. 


APRIL TERM 


-First day Justices: Abner Alexander, John Clayton, Thomas Hoskins 
-Silas Bateman, orphan boy, bound to Nathan Bateman. 
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-The Last Will & Testement of Capt. John Ansley proved by oath of John Bateman. 
-Deed of Sale from Steven Swain to Joseph Christopher was acknowledged. 

-John Ansley and Nathan Ansley qualified as executors to will of Capt. John Ansley. 
-Provision was made for the division of the perishable estate of John Giles, deceased. 
-Ordered that Richard Downing, Stevens Downing, Thomas Norman, and Samuel Young 
be appointed patrolers in the District from Marked Poplar to Kendricks Creek. 
-Ordered that Isham Puree a Mallattous boy be bound to John Chesson till he arrive at 
lawful age. 

-Joseph Phelps Esq appointed guardian to Sarah Alexander orphan of Joshua Alexander. 
-Asa Phelps appointed guardian to Elizabeth Alexander orphan of Joshua Alexander. 
-William Mackey orphan of William Mackey bound to Asa Hardison to learn black- 
smithing. 


JULY TERM 

-Henry Norman was apparently the only Justice to appear on first day. He adjourned 
until next day, when Samuel Spruill, Charles Spruill, and Jonathan Sawyer, Esqs.. 
appeared and presided. 

-Will of Edward Roughton was proved by oath of Paul Throughgood. 

-Elizabeth Smith appointed guardian to Sarah Smith and Mary Smith, orphans of John 
Smith. 

-John Frasier was granted adminstration of estate of Robert Cushing Esq. 

-Ordered that Capt. Asa Phelps be appointed Surveyor of the County of Tyrrell in the 
room of Samuel Spruill, he having resigned. 

-John Roulhac was appointed to administer the estate of Sarah Crooke, deceased. 
-Ordered that the county tax for 1798 be 6 pence on every hundred acres of land and 
one shilling six pence on each poll. 

-Ordered that Jesse Spruill be appointed guardian to Jeremiah Giles and Jesse Giles 
orphans of John Giles. 

-”ordered that an allowance of 10 pounds be made to Elizabeth McCabe for the keep- 
ing of a bastard child begotten on her body by John Norman from October Term 1796 
up to October Term 1798 being at the rate of 5 pounds per annum.....” 

-Enoch Sawyer orphan of James Sawyer bound to Levin Sawyer to learn the art or 
mystery of a farmer. 

-George Wynn was appointed overseer of the road from Henry Starr’s road to Ann 
Hassell’s landing. 


OCTOBER TERM 

-First day Justices were Joseph Phelps, Abner Alexander, Robert Wynne. 

-Ordered that Hezekiah Anderson, orphan of James Anderson, be bound to Hezekiah 
Spruill to lawful age to learn farming. 

-King Spruill appointed overseer of the road in room of Zepheniah Davis. 

-“Ordered that Holt Snell be discharged from his case of guardianship of Isaac Davenport 
and that he have leave to take his property in his own possession. It is further ordered 
that Paul Thoroughgood, Samuel Spruill, Esqs & Richard Howell be appointed to settle 
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with the guardian of said Holt Snell.” (at April Term 1796. Holt had been adjudged 
“non-compas mentus. ed.) 

-Ordered that Nathen Norman be appointed overseer of the road in the room & dis- 
trict of William Spruill. 

-Ordered that Dorcus Pool be appointed guardian to Kezia Pool orphan of John Pool. 
-’Ordered that Richard Downing be appointed guardian to Mary Mackey William, 
Mackey Thomas Mackey orphans of William Mackey”. 

-Daniel Davenport Esq., Jeremiah Phelps & Andrew Oliver be appointed to lay of John 
Spruill a bridle path through the lands of Joshua Leary and mark and cut to the main 
road. 

-James Stubbs, Michael King & Enoch Fagan be appointed patrolers in the District from 
Kendricks Creek to the Totering Bridge. 

-The last will and testement of Abraham Smith was proved by oath of Rev. Charles 
Pettigrew. William Arnold qualified as administrator. 


¢¢¢ ¢ 4 


MACKEYS FERRY RATES, OCTOBER 1786 


“Ordered that Thomas Mackey be allowed the following prices for Ferriages to 
Edenton 


for four wheel carriage & 2 Horses #2" 
Two “ & 1 Horse 1 
Man and horse/Single ale ay 
When more aie aia 
Single Footman me aie 
When more “ gs “ 


(Tyrrell County Court Minutes, October Term 1786) 


At a Court of his Sacred Majesty held at the House of Mr. William Fayley on 
Kindricks Creek on the 3 day of June Ano Dom 1735 


Present Capt. William Downing Esq. Judge 
Samuel Spruill 
Stevens Lee 
and the Worshipful John Swain Gent. Justices 
William Gardiner 
John Nearn 


(Tyrrell Count Court Minutes. This is from the first page of the Minutes) 
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A MAJOR GENEALOGICAL FIND: 


We are pleased to present our transcription of a “true copy” of the Will of Nehemiah 
Spruill, grandson of Dr. Godfrey Spruill. He was builder of “Spruills Bridge” across the 
upper Scuppernong River in the Revolutionary era. The copy was found in the attic of a 
Spruill home built circa 1830’s near present Creswell. 

This may well be the only copy of the will in existance; The original is presumed to 
have been consumed in one of our 19th Century courthouse fires. It is truly a major 
genealogical find. Not only does it identify previously unknown daughters, but also one 
son, King Spruill, to whom we had been unable to link a parent. 

Now, to our transcription, “as written”, with its complete lack of punctuation, and 
occasional misspelling 


NEHEMIAH SPRUILL WILL 


In the name of God Amen. I Nehemiah Spruill of Tyrrell County in the State of 
North Carolina Planter being very sick and weak but of sound mind and memory thanks 
be given unto almighty God for the same calling to mind uncertainty of Death knowing 
that it is appointed for all men once to die desire to make this my last Will and 
Testament in manner and form following first and principally I recommend my soul into 
the hands of God that gave it not being doubting but at the general resurrection at the 
last day I shall receive the same again by the mighty Powers of God hoping through the 
? death and passion of my beloved Savior Jesus Christ to have full and free pardon of 
all my sins and my body I recommend to the Earth to be buried at the discretion of my 
Executors hereafter mentioned and as tuching such Worldly Estate as it hath pleased God 
to bestow on me in this life I give bestow (?) ? and demise in manner and form follow- 
ing-------- 

Imprimis my will and desire is that all my just debts and funeral expenses be satisfied 
and paid------ 

Item, I give Will and bequeath unto my beloved son William Spruill one Negro boy 
named Moses to him and Heirs assigns forever-- 

Item, I give Will and bequeath unto my beloved daughter Lydia Olivers hirs one Shilling 
Sterling--Item, I give Will and bequeath unto my beloved daughter Katherine Hassell one 
Shilling Sterling--Item, I give Will and bequeath unto my beloved Daughter Sealy 
Davenport one cow and calf.--Item, I give unto my beloved Daughter Frances Phelps one 
Negro woman named Vilat to her and her heirs fore ever 

Item, I give unto my beloved Son Miles Spruill one Negro boy named Aron to him and 
his heirs forever-- 

Item, I lend to Elizabeth Haughton during her natural life the use of my Spring branch 
field with the liberty to cut timber for the use of the house and plantation also one Bed 
and furniture that I now lie on and one cow and calf and after her death I give the 
cow and calf and Bed and furniture to my grandson Durias (F.) Spruill I give to 
Elizabeth Haughton two two year old Barrows Ten year old Shoats one sou and pigs 
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Eight barrells of Indian corn and I lend her the use of my horse or ox to Plow and cart 
Item I give and bequeath to my beloved Son Dempsey Spruill the land and Plantation 
whereon I now live with Two hundred and Thirty Acres of land belonging to the same 
with my Cypress Swamp lying up the River containing Thirty Three and one Third 
(acres ?) one Negro man named Cromwell and one desk (dish?) to him his heirs and 
assigns forever 

Item I give and Will and bequeath to my Two grandsons the sons of my son King 
Spruill that is to say Hardy Spruill and Nehemiah Spruill one Negro Woman named 
Moll (Mole ?) to them their Heirs and assigns forever 

Item I give Will and bequeath to my beloved son Samuel Spruill one Negro boy named 
Sampson to him and his heirs and assigns forever 

Item I give Will and bequeath to my beloved Daughter Susanna Spruill one Negro girl 
named Rose one Red chest one Lede saddle one Bed and furniture to her her Heirs & 
assigns forever 

Item I give Will and bequeath to my beloved grandson Durias F. Spruill one Negro Boy 
named Ned Two large Pewter Dishes and Two small Pewter Basons to him his heirs 
and assigns forever But if he die without heirs lawfully begotten of his body to my son 
Dempsey Spruill 

Item I give the remaining part of my cattle to be equally divided between my son 
Dempsey Spruill and Susanna Spruill-- 

Item I give the profits arising from Five thousand Nine hundred hogshead Staves that I 
sent to the Northward that is in the hands of John McCrae to my daughter Susanna 
Spruill--Item I lend to Elizabeth Haughton one dish one Bason and Pewter plate and one 
Dutch oven and at her death to be equally divided between Dempsey Spruill and 
Susanna Spruill--Item _ forty acres of Swamp be the same more or less on South fork 
Creek to be sold and the money arising from the said land to go to my Son William 
Spruill toward paying him a just debt that I am due him and as much of my estate that 
is not yet already given to be sold as my pay him my said Son William Spruill and all 
my just Debts 

Item I give the remainding part of my Estate to be equally divided between my Son 
Miles Spruill Dempsey Spruill and Susanna Spruill-- Lastly I nominate and appoint my 
beloved sons William Spruill Miles Spruill Samuel Spruill & Dempsey Spruill my whole 
and Sole Executors of this my last Will and Testament revoking all other Wills and 
Testaments by me heretofore made allowing this Only to be my last Will and Testament 
In witness wheref I herewith Set my hand and Seal this twenty first day of April One 
Thousand Eight hundred and one-- 


Nehemiah Spruill 
Signed and pronounced 
by this said Nehemiah Spruill 
as his last Will and Testament 
in the presents of 
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Interlined before signed between the 21 & 22 lines Heirs 


her 
Rezeneah Davenport 
mark 
her 
Tabitha Chesson 
mark 
Joseph Phelps 


State of North Carolina Washington County This may certify that he above and within isa 
true copy of the original lodged in the Clerk office at June Term 1803 


(name not legible) CLK 


(Will lent by CSS) 


o¢¢ 6 @ 


Some Items Relative to Nehemiah Spruill 
September 1753. Appointed a “Patrolor” in “Scupperng” (Scuppernong) 
March 1756. Appointed Constable in “Scuperlong” (Scuppernong). 


December 1765. Qualified as an executor of the will of Samuel Spruill. (This was 
Samuel, Senior, Nehemiah’s father} 


November 1777. Reference to “Nehemiah Spruill’s new bridge”. 


January 1784. Appointed a (land) processioner “from South fork Creek to the Lake”. 


Tyrrell County Court Minutes reveal that Nehemiah Spruill was licensed in 1778 to keep 
an ordinary. The presumed site was his home at “Spruills Bridge.” 
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ADVICE & COMMENTS 
FROM INGLIS FLETCHER 


Mrs. Fletcher, author of the remarkable twelve historical novels of the “Carolina 
Series”, had deep Tyrrell County roots. Following are a few excerpts from her 
autobiographical 
“Pay, Pack, and Follow”, published in 1959. 


- “Perhaps this is the place where I should give a bit of advice to would-be writers. 
Don’t talk about it. Write. Don’t write a few pages, then run to your friends and ask 
them to listen while you read what you have written. Don’t take too seriously the 
opinion of your friends.....” 

(Though the above was written forty years before the founding of WCGS, our editor 
knows that Mrs. Fletcher was writing, with amazing prescience, to Society members who 
plan, but never quite finish, articles for WCGSJ.) 

-“ J have three Scottish lines in my family, The Morays, the Spruills, and the 
Clarks”. 

- In Edinburgh, “I traced my ancestors, the Spruills, and found them an ancient and 
honorable family”. 

- “when I was at the Caledonia (an Edinburg hotel), the famous horse, Trigger, arrived 
with his entourage. He created an enormous sensation, not only with the children but 
grown-ups as well. Roy Rogers and Dale, his wife, were dressed in complete theatrical 
cowboy regalia, and also attracted considerable attention”. 

- Of Sir Walter Scott: “....He used enough authentic background to give reality to the 
action and a true picture of the times. I think this is the ideal procedure to follow in 
writing an historical novel”. 


¢¢¢ @ 4 


AN INTERNATIONAL DISTINCTION 
MRS RESPASS & ACRE CHAPEL 


In 1940-41, the Christian Church sought to identify the member in the United States 
and Canada having the most descendants active in that far-flung Church. 

The following article from the Church organ, THE LOOKOUT, April 6, 1941, details 
the search, and the victory of Acre Chapel and its 77 year old member, Joanna 
Gurganus Respass. 

Acre Chapel Christian Church still sits, handsome and serene, on the west side of NC 
Highway 32 some twelve miles south of Plymouth. It is in Beaufort County, just south 
of the Beaufort-Washinton County line. 

For the LOOKOUT article, we are indebted to David W. Waters, grandson of Mrs. 
Respass. 
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~ teachers, © 


_and one assistant 


“teen of whom are living, 


li Tux Loonour’s search fer the Jargest 
i Christian chureh family, there were more 

’ tianthree lundred families reported, The 
jargest was’ that of Mrs. Juanna Respess of 
‘Long “Agre Chapel Christian Church, Plym- 
outh, N.C. In if are severity who ure men- 
bers of the ehureh. Mrs. Respess, who is 
seventy-seven years old, is the oldest, and the 
youngest is a erent-granddaughter, Matilda 
Bowen, aged twelve. Mrs, Respess is eclive 
in chureh, Sunday-school and Aid’ Society 
work. .Her father was Henry 5, Gurgames, 8 
pioneer preacher of the 
Christian Church in that 


herself, She was veared by God-fearing par- 
ents, she said, and that helped her to keep 
faithful Said her daughter-in-law: ‘She 
doesn't use cold weather for an excuse for not 
attending church services, as we younger pco- 
ple de. J think her untiving faith and attend- 
aneo helped her family to follow in the true 
way.” 

The next largest family is that of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Lacy, of Greenpond Christian 
Chureh, Pearl, IU. Mrs. Kate Meisenbach, of 
the Greenpond Church reported this family 

of fifty-eight members. 








section of North Carolina. 
lier fourteen children, thir- 


svere reared in the Christian 
faith by her teaching and 
her example. 

One son, Roy O. Respess, 
is a minister, mow serving 
the church in Reedsville, 
N. GC. One grandson, Edwin 
G. Respess, is now training 
for the ministry at Johnson- 
Bible College.. In the family, 
also, are two elders, three 
deacons, two Bible-schodl 
one who is the: : 
treasurer of a Bible school, ° 
one assistant superintendent 
teacher. 

A complete Hst of the 
members of the family, ob- 
tained after the preliminary. ”, 
report showed this to be 
perhaps the largest family, 
appéars on the next page. 
us Looxkour prize award 
of $10.00 goes. to Long 
Aere Chapel Christian 
Church of Plymouth, at the 
request of Mrs. Charles G. 
Respess, a momber of that ~ 
congregation, who sent inthe (007 "> 
data regarding the. family. gi 0-0. 

“As the queen of Christian:church mothers, 
Mrs. Respess may expect such questions as this 
one, heard from a woman who learned of her 
distinetion : “Low could she possibly get four- 
feen children dressed and to, Sunday school 
on time?’*' Mrs: Respess, in answer to this 
question, ‘says she hardly knows herself. But 
she: does remember that it ‘required mueh 
planning and hurrying, and that she often 
left home work undono fu order that she might. 
get to church on time. Another iten of 
importance was that the children were uot all 
small at the same. time. The older children 
were grown and away from home before the 
younger were born. ...°:° 

Another question asked Mrs. Respess was 
this: “Tow did you succeed in keeping four- 
téen. children’. so loyal. and faithful to the 
church when many parents of today seem 





‘wnable to keep one child true to the faith?” 
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She said she supposed it must have been 
Peeause she tricd to be Joyal, and faithful 





MRS. JUANNA RESPESS 


Sixty-nine of her descendants and thelr 
spouses are members of the Qhristian 
: Ghuroh 


There are four elders, four 
deacons and two  Bible- 
school teachers in the fam- 
ily, according to Mrs. Meis- 
enbach. The Greenpond 
Church recently planned a 
service to honor Mr. and 
Mrs. Lacy on their sixty- 
seventh wedding auniver- 
sary, but they were in poor 
health and unable to attend. 





is that of B. D. Johnson, 
~ Allegheny Church of Christ, 
“Cambria, Va. There are 
’ fifty-four members, in this 
family, as reported by Miss 
Jona Johnson, a  grand- 
daughter. 

_. AM together there were 
809 families reported as re- 
quested, and in addition 
there were a number of 
other families named, but 
the head of the family was 
not listed, so the report 
could not be counted. 
Others sent messages telling 
of large families, but did 
not give the number in the 








the church. Still others in 
their reports included 
uneles, aunts and such rela- 
tives who could not be counted. 

Thirty-two states and Canada and the 
Philippine Islands were represented in the 
reports. Indiana led with thirty-nine large 
families reported, and Illinois was second with 
thirty-seven. : 

Space limitatious prevent the publication 
of the entire list, but following are the fami- 
lies of twenty or more members, arranged by 
states in order to show which family is the 
largest in each state. - 
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The third largest family - 


family who are members of 
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‘- Mrs, Jesse R. Respess 
i.Mrs, Joo'Askow'! vi fini’ 














> 


Nate 


“Mra, Juanna Reapess 
Mrs, George Ponreo 
David Cutler sie 
Mrs, David Cutler +... 
James D. Harris 
Mrs, James D, Harris | 
Horman Bowen 
Wille J. Bowon 7s 
Thoodore RK. Respess . 
Mrs. Theodore R, Respeas 
Roy O. Respess 
Mra. Roy ©. Respess 
Mildred Resposs 
Mrs Julian W. Allen 
Julion W. Allen 
Oswald Allon 
Julian W, Allen, Jr. 
Mrs, Lewis Weode « ~ 
Lowis Weedo * 

Lowis Weodo, Jr. 
Addie Weeds 
Cleveland Harris 
Nrs, Cleveland Harris 
Thurman Harrie 
Mrs. Thurman Harris 
Cleveland Harris, Jr. 
Maude Harris 
Onnio I, Harris 
Mra, Onnie EB. Marris 
Leater Harris 
Mrs. Lester Harris 

. Warren Waters 
Mrs, Warren Wators 
Mrs. Kennoth Black 
Konneth Black 
Jobn H. Respess 
Mis, John HH. Respess 


' J. Henry’ Rospess, Jr. = 
Mrs, J. Henry Respess, Jr. 


Burl Resposs 
- Earl Respess 
‘Elizabeth Resposs Snow 
Senton Respess ; 
Mrs. Senton Roapess 
Osear Respess 
Margie Rosposa 
Rosa Cutler: 
Chas. G. Resposs 
Mrs, Chas. G. Respess 
Edwin G. Respess 
Murphy L. Respess 
Robert S. Respess 
Mrs. Robt. 8. Respess 
Robert 8. Respesas, Jr. 
Jesso R. Respess 





Jog Askewryhia + 
Pauline -Askew:., 
“Mra. LeRoy’ Aldridge 
Dompsey: Bowon’ 


Mrs.’ Dempsey: Bowen) °™ 


Matilda Bewon | 
Fonner Ambrose 
Mrs. Fenner Ambrose 
Mrs. Grace Bowen 
‘Leonard Cutler °" 

« Rudolph Tespess ¢°.'* 
. Mrs. Rudolph Resposs | us 


|, LeRoy puree 4 








oh, 









Address 


Plymouth, N, ©, 
Wilson, N.C. 
Plymouth, N, 
Plymouth, N. 
Pantego, N. C., 
Pantego, N, @, 
Plymouth, N.C, 
Plymouth, N.C. 
Washington, N. C. 
Washington, N. 0, 

_ Reedaville, N.C. 
aie N.C. 

teedaville, N.C. 
ra NL. OO. 
Plymouth, N. ©, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Piymouth, N.C. 
Plymouth, N. ©. 
Plymotth, N.C, 
Plymouth, N. ©, 
Plymouth, N. C. 
Pantego, NOG 
Pantego, N. ©, 

. Pantego, N. C. 
Pantege, N. ©. 
Pantego, N. G 
Pantogo, N. C. 
Belhaven, N, C. 
Belbaven, N. CG. 7" 
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Pinetown, N, C. 
Pinetown, N. CG. 
Pinetown, N, C, 
rari N.C. 


Washington, N, 
Washington, N, 
Pantego, N.C, : 
: Pantego, N 
Lantego, N. ©. 
Pantego, N.' C.-- 
Pantego, N, C. 
Pantego, N. ©. 
“Washington, N. C. 


ore) 


Plymouth, N. C. 
Plymouth, N. C, 
Plymouth, N. ©. 
Plymouth, N. ©, 
Plymouth, N. CG. 
Plymouth, N. C.. 
Plymouth, N. ©. 
Kimberlin Heigh ts, Tenn. 
Plymouth, N.C, ts 
Plymouth, N..C 
Plymouth,’ NS. 

In Navy 


Pantego," N. 


Pantego, Ne o et es 


Plymouth, N. C, 
Plymouth, N. ©. 
Plymouth, N. C, 
Washington, N..C, 
Plymouth, N.,C,’ 
’ Plymouth, N. ©. 
Plymouth, N, ©. 
Bath, N. C. 

_ Bath, N. G 
Plymouth, N.C. 

' Plymouth, N. c.: 
‘Pantogo, N. G.- 








The Respess Family, 











“Pantego, NiO." ae 


Washington, N.- 0. 


a 3 sy 
it ghia 4 : 
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This Is the Largest Christian Church 


of North Carolina 


Relation 


(Head of. family} 
Daughter 
Grandson-in-law 
Tranddaugh!or 
Grandson 
Tranddaughter-in-law 
Grandson 
Grandson 

Son 
Daughtlor-in-law 
Son 
Daughtor-in-law 
Granddaughter 
Daughter 
Sen-inJaw 
Grandson 
Grandson 
Daughter 
Bon-in-law 
Grandson 
Granddaughter 
Son-in-law 
Daughter 
Grandson 
Granddaughtor-in-law 
Grandson 
Granddaughter 
Grardson 
Granddaughter-in-law 
Grandson-in-law 
Granddaughter , 
Grandson-in-law 
Granddaughter 
Granddaughter 
Grandson-in-law 
Son :- 


“Daughter-in- tae 


Grandson as 


: Granddsughter-in-law 
* Grandson 


Grandson 
Granddaughter 
Son 
Daughter-In-law 
Grandson 
Granddaughter 
Granddaughter 
Son 
Daughter-in-law 


Grandson 


Grandsou 
Bon 


» Daughtor-in-law 


Grandson 
Son 


 Daughter-in-law 
Daughter 


Son-in-law 
Granddaughter 
Daughter: 


’ Grandson 


Granddaughter-inJaw 
Great-granddaughtor 
Grandson-in-law 
Granddaughter 
Gronddaughter-imlow 4 
Grand-son-inlaw 


* Grandson’ 


Granddaughter-in-law 
Son-in-law 


Family 


Name of Church 


Juong Acre Chapel! 
Long Acro Chapel 
Long Acre Chapel 
Long Acre Chapel 
Long Acre Chapel 
Long Aero Chapel 
Leng Acre Chapel 
Long Acre Chapel 
First rR 
First 
Christian 
Christian 
Christian 
Belhaven 
Belhaven 
Belhaven 
Belhaven 
Phy mouth 
Plymouth 
Plymouth 
Plymouth 
Terra. Ceia 
’ Terra Coia 
Terra. Cela 
Terra Ceia 
Torra Coin 
Torre Coin 
Belhaven 
Belhaven 
Terra Coia 
Pinetown 
Pinetown 
Pinetown 
Pinetown 
Beaver Dam 
Terra Ceia 
' Terra Coia - 
Terra Ceia 
Terra Ccia 
‘Torra Coia 
Terra Cola 
Terra Cola 
Long Acro Chapel 
‘ Long Acre Chapel 
Long Acre Chapel 


Long Acre Chapel 


Long Acre Chapel 
Long Acto Chapel 
Long Acro Chapel 
Long Acre Chapel 
Long Acre Chapel 
Long Acre Chapel 
Long Acre Chapel 
Long Acro’ Chapel 
Long Acre Chapel 
Long Acre Chapal 
Long Acre Chapel 
‘ Long ‘Acre’ Chapel 


-, Leng Acre! Chapel | , 


Long Acre Chapel 
Long Acre Chapel 
Long Acre Chapel 
Long Acro Chapel 
Athens Chapel 

. Athens Chapel 
Long Acre Chapel 
Terra Coin 

Long Acre Chapel 
* Winona 

Torta Cein 
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Joanna Gurganus was born November 28, 1863 

She was married to Manly M. Respass on February 14, 1883. Mr. Respass died June 27, 
1927. 

According to one of their sons “Spare the rod and spoil the child’ was a golden rule in 
their home. Dicipline, when needed, was firm and the word of both parents was law and 
gospel.” 


Mrs. Respass’ 90th birthday party, November 29, 1953, was attended by more than 200 
persons. 


As reported by 
Washington Daily News 


eo 


“Local Definations” 
Shed. Remove. He shed his shirt right quick when the bees got in it. 
-Shed. Dispose of. “I got to get shed of that dam’ mule, ‘fore he kills me.” 
-Nipple. A plough line twisted around a mule’s lower lip. Twisting the nipple 
made the animal stand still while being shod. 
The Blue Hen’s Chickens. They think they’re the Chosen. Uppity folk. 


-Puttin’ in.-----Getting the hay to the barn. 
-Puttin’ off.-----Delaying, postponing. 
-Puttin’ out.-----Dispensing sexual favors. 


-Climb his house.-----Whup him. 
-Whup.-----Whip, beat. 








-Tyrrell. October Term 1816. Ordered that Point of Marsh road (westward from the 
Columbia bridge) to have four passing places wide enough for 2 carriages to pass 
abreast, and at equal distance. 
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Moye W Spruill 


STOCK CERTIFICATE OPENS WINDOW TO THE PAST 


Readers of the Roanoke Beacon learned, in a front page article on April 20, 1934 of the 
pending arrival of a newly-designed automatic shoe shine machine. A week later, they were told 
a large number of people had been steadily “trouping” by to see the new contraption. 

The working model of the device, invented and patented by Moye Winfield Spruill, was set 
up in the Brinkley building next to post office in quarters formerly occupied by WT Nurney’s 
funeral parlor on Washington Street. 

Perhaps everyone but stock owners and family members soon forgot the unique automatic 
shoe shine machine in Plymouth’s downtown. Eventually, it was relegated to the garage of its 
inventor and became a play thing for his daughters. 

Genealogists and historians (amateur and professional) know all too well how valuable clues 
are oftentimes found in seemingly insignificant scraps of paper. The automatic shoe shine story 
came to light with a recent presentation to the Port O ‘Plymouth Museum. A bit of research 
revealed the story of one county native and further proof that it is indeed a “small world.” 

More than six decades after the machine was built, Hope Jones, president and publisher of 
the Beacon, gave to the Museum Stock Certificate No. 39 for four shares in Automatic Shoe 
Shines, Incorporated. She’d found the document in an old safe from a downtown Plymouth 
business. 

The certificate, dated 23 March 1934, provided few clues to the venture. Issued to PH 
Darden the shares were worth $10 each. Geo W Harrison signed as treasurer and Zeb Vance 
Norman as president. 

But what was Automatic Shoe Shines? What was its purpose or function? Who invented 
the machine and what was its fate? 

A search through 1934 issues of the Beacon revealed two front page articles dated April 20 
and 27. In the first, Spruill had just returned from Cincinnati where he had seen his machine in 
operation. The working model, it was announced, would be located in J.E. Outten’s barbershop 
on Washington Street for a public trial period. 

“Tt will be operated just as if the device were on the market so that defects in the machine 
can be detected and remedied before more machines are put on the market.” 
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Spruill was of the opinion that since a number of improvements had been made after his first 
plans were presented to the manufacturer, it would be a success. 

When new defects were noted and corrected, it was hoped an order for at least a dozen more 
would be placed for use in hotel lobbies, barber shops and other public places where business 
could be obtained. 

Spruill was looking for an unemployed man with mechanical ability and a willingness to 
service the devices as the inventor would be unable to look after them, especially if they were 
located elsewhere. 

Spruill’s original design provided for the shining of one shoe at a time, but the factory 
modified the electrically-powered machine so all one had to do was “ sit in the place prepared 
where they are held tight and then drop a coin in the slot. The machine does all the work.” 

The machine would shine tan as well as black shoes, using a neutral polish. It cost “upwards 
of $1,100 but subsequent ones will cost less.” The inventor and his partners, including Harrison 
and Plymouth Mayor Gilbert Davis, were promoting the business, hoping the venture would soon 
be yielding an income. 

In June 1934, the Beacon carried an article about another inventor seeking backers for his 
inventions. No further word about the shoe shine machine. 

Records in the Washington County Register of Deeds showed one Moye W. Spruill died on 
August 20, 1972. Was this the shoe-shine inventor? 

Lawrence Swain, Plymouth High 1932 graduate, recalled and was impressed by a Moye 
Spruill, a congenial, dapper and admirable character who always appeared well-dressed. Though 
Swain had not yet left Plymouth to join the Civilian Conservation Corps, he has no recollection 
of having ever heard of the invention. Nor could he define Spruill’s role in the community - he 
was “just around.” 

Spruill’s obituary listed his parents as a James A and Nancy Respass Spruill. He had lived in 
Washington County all his life, was a member of First Baptist Church and a veteran of World 
War I. He was a (charter) member of the Rotary Club. 

He’d also been city clerk for the Town of Plymouth for 20 years, He was survived by his 
widow, Fannie Mae Stell Spruill and two daughters. 

The daughters brought the story to life. Carolyn S Phelps, now a resident of Windsor, and 
Frances § Chandler of Albemarle Beach Road, Roper, grew up playing on the no-longer-in-use 
shoe shine contraption. : 

Mrs. Chandler recalled that after the machine was no longer in use, it was at one time stored 
down at the town hall, where she and her mother went to help Spruill send out water bills to town 
residents. 

Poss Brown read water meters, said Mrs. Chandler, and brought them to her father. Each bill 
was hand calculated and written out in triplicate, then mailed, one of a multitude of tasks 
assigned to the clerk. 

Mrs. Phelps and Mrs. Chandler shared memories of their parents, of the town and the shoe . 
shine machine through telephone conversations, remembering bits and pieces as they searched 
old photographs and family papers. 

The original drawings, dated October 21, 1933, are still in the family’s possession. Spruill 


and his wife drove to Washington, DC, to discuss patents, and to the manufacturer’s facility in 
Cincinnati. 
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A letter dated May 14, 1934 discusses the possibility of creating a trailer for around $50, with 
duplicates at $10. The writer of this letter defends his high cost because Spruill wanted music as 
well as voices included, in the advertising piece to be shown in area movie theaters. 

Eventually, the patent was dropped. Times were hard, money was scarce but the major 
problem, says Mrs. Chandler, was a failure to perfect polish. Spruill ran out of money before the 
machine was perfected. “He had a mind and ideas for a lot of things - if he’d had more money.” 

There are memories of the machine located on Washington Street in front of Roy Swain’s 
barber shop with Moye Spruill dropping nickels into the slot, demonstrating how it worked. 
Eventually, the device was relegated to the garage of the family home on Adams Street, near 
where Spruill! worked. 

One early Beacon article noted how Spruill kept a Bible in his desk at the town office. At 
Ludford Memorial Baptist (now First Baptist), Spruill was Sunday School superintendent and a 
deacon. His father, Jim (James A), had been a part-time country preacher. 

In those early days, trash in Plymouth was hauled away by horse and cart. Mrs. Chandler 
recalls how Walter Howard would back the cart up in the drive in the yard while the girls would 
beg him to “give us a ride.” They’d board the cart and ride to the street. 

The girls still a picture of their father on horseback during World War I. On his honorable 
discharge, he is listed as a merchant. Spruill served with the 113th Field Artillery, Battery B, 
formed in Washington, NC. His only wound, according to him, had been a broken thumb when 
he fell in Argon Forest. His daughters guess his terrible cough was the result of being gassed in 
the war. He was a member of the American Legion and “very proud of it.” 

Eventually, Spruill went into the insurance business for himself. When he built Freeman - 
Spruill Co. Inc. (now Freeman Furniture ) out on the highway in 1951, The shoe shine machine 
came to what was probably its final resting place. 

The discovery by Mrs. Jones of the old stock certificate only renewed and encouraged Mrs. 
Phelps’ genealogical search. There are questions to be resolved - what country school did her 
father attend: Bateman or Allen? She knows he eventually traveled five miles (to Plymouth) and 
was taught by Dr. Claudius McGowan. And he later went to business school in Kinston. 

He was born March 11, 1895 and raised on the Spruill farm on Highway 32 South, next door 
to the former Weede farm, now home to the writer. Proving it is indeed a small world. 

Jim Spruill and his son, Moye, left the farm and opened a mercantile business in downtown 
Plymouth. Family and writer ponder whether the idea for automatic shoe shine machine was 
born and bred during military service, when a spit’n’ shine polish was mandatory. 

Lawrence Swain, unfamiliar with the invention, does recall how the father of one fellow 
student (of German ancestry) invented a machine that ran on water as fuel. And how local folk 
whispered the government or gasoline industry bigwigs quickly quenched that discovery. He 
remembers, too, how could always find a shoe stand in downtown Plymouth. That lot of folks 
had to live on what they earned shining shoes. 

The story conjures up an intriguing and interesting picture of a lively and bustling downtown 
Plymouth - a day of hotels, and pool rooms and bath houses. Of merchants and soda shops. Of 
men and their beasts. 

Of gentlemen in need of a good shine on their shoes - be it by machine or human hand. 
(This article appeared in the Roanoke Beacon June 1 0, 1996, 
It was written by Shirleyan Phelps.) 
(Nehemiah Spruill was Moye Spruills great-great grandfather) 
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STOCK IN SHOE SHINES? 
The above is a stock certificate for four 
shares in Automatic Shoe Shines, Inc. 
Found locally, dated March 23, 1934, 
it was issued to P.H. Darden when the 
shares were worth $10 each. 


CSP 


¢¢4¢ 4 4 


-Reminiscing on Plymouth’s automatic shoeshine machine, a current resident recalls, “It 
did pretty good, except for squirting shoe polish all over your socks”. 
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INVESTIGATION OF WITCHCRAFT 
BEGAN WITH THE JUSTICES OF PEACE 


In “An Act for Precinct Courts” passed in 1679, the colonial Assembly decreed that 
any two justices, provided one was of the quorum, were authorized to investigate 
“felonies, witchcraft, enchantments, soceries, magic arts, .......... ”. The justices (Precinct 
Court) could try such cases, but were directed to refer to the grand council for trial all 
cases of “difficulty upon the determination of any premises” and all cases related to “the 
taking away of any ones life, member or estate”. 

(Higher Court Records, 1670-1696. NC Archives & History). 


4 


A WHIFF OF COLONIAL WITCHCRAFT 


Commenting on witchcraft, editors of NC Archives & History's HIGHER COURT 
RECORDS series reminds us that court records of the Colony of Carolina, prior to the 
1680’s, are practically non-existent. Much of what is reported in HCR. of that period, is 
taken from J.R.B. Hathaway’s HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL REGISTER 
published as a quarterly in the earliest years of the 20th Century. Not long after 
Hathaway worked with the original records in the courthouses of the Albemarle, the State 
mandated the centralization, at Raleigh, of the records. Some were, almost surely, 
destroyed, lost, or stolen before the transfer began. Others likely disappeared during or 
after transit. 

Researchers in “HATHAWAY”, as J.R.B’s thirteen Registers are conveniently known, 
are aware of his policy: “We do not propose to publish anything relating to any 
crimes-----political offenses only will be published-----they are a part and parcel of 
history”. His adherence to his policy is frustratingly apparent to any using his works. He 
steers well clear of the “crime” of witchcraft, and we are possibly denied invaluable 
insights of some of our ancestors. 

Carolina was never caught up in witch hysteria as were some of the colonies to the 
northward, notably Massachusetts. There is an old story of a woman executed as a witch 
in Carolina before the days of extant records, but no documentation exists. Our records, 
as we will now see, identify only two persons who found themselves seriously at risk. 
Others seem to have been following the not-so-modern maxim, “A strong offense is the 
best defense”. 

The first mention of witchcraft found in the HCR isin Edward Smithwick’s deposition 
of his imprisonment, for political offences, in 1680. This account also makes first know 
mention of a log building in the Albemarle. Smithwick tells of being arrested and taken 
to the “Logg house in Perquimans where your deponent was kept for three weeks or 
thereabouts not having the Liberty to walk without the prison dore with the keeper to 
Refresh himself but was forced to Eat drink lye and ease nature under one roofe till 
your deponent with several others Mr. William Wilkinson John Kinsey and the woman 
accussed for witchcraft were almost poisoned with the noysom sent of our own 


WCGSJ 49 AUG 1999 


excrements....."We know that Smithwick and Wilkinson were ultimately released, and 
their persecutors got their come-uppance. We don’t know the fate of the accused witch. 

From 1680, we must fast-forward to the year 1701 for the next official mention of 
witchcraft. At October Term of General Court, Mary Rooks sued for defamation (see 
HCR Transcription below). This is our only case in which “hagriding” is alleged. 
Hag-riding, we are told by stories ancient and modern, is when the witch enters the 
sleeping body and causes the victim to bear her wildly through the countryside. Or the 
hag may actually mount the victim and ride him through strange and wonderful, or fear- 
some, places. When he awakes, weak and spent, dirt beneath the fingernails attest his 
wild gallops through field and forest. Some skeptics, of course, call the experiences 
“nightmares”. 

We aren’t told the outcome of Mary’s case. It’s unlikely that she received any 
payment. We shall meet her again in court later in this article. She was sure no shrink- 
ing violet”. At the same court at which she sued Layton, she was sued for defamation 
by Esau and Sarah Albertson, Sarah alleging that Mary had publicly accused her of 
being a “murdering strumpitt”. 

If Mary appears a bit sharp-tongued, even “witchy”, there were somewhat extenuating 
causes. In 1697 her husband, Richard, had “clandestinely departed this government” just 
ahead of his creditors. Now, the creditors were still here; Richard hadn’t returned. Mary 
was in no mood to take flack from anybody. 


S aw 


North Carolina SS. To the first day of the Generall Court 


Mary Rooks is plaintiff Versus Robt. Layton Defendant in a plea of the 
Case for Defamation And setteth forth that Wheras the plaintiff hath allways 
heen of good Repute and hath Ever Well behaved her self towards all his 
Majesties Leige people and good Neighbours Allways Endeavouring to 
gett an honest Liveing by her Honest Labour And hath Never been Acused 
of any Dishonest Unlawfull Act Nevertheless the Defendant Robt. Layton 
of meere Malice and III will, Intending thereby to Lessen and Abate the 
good Will and Esteem of all his Majesties good subjects And all her good 
Neighbours towards the plaintiff and thereby Intending to allso to Expose 
the plaintiff to the Contempt of all persons and to Hinder her in getting 
her Liveing Did in the heareing of Divers Wittnesses Declare that the 
plaintiff is Witch And she hath Haggridden him the said Layton by which 
False and Malicious Words the plaintiff-saith shee is Damnified in the way 
her getting an honest Livelihood and in her reputation in the sum of one 
hundred pounds sterling for which the plaintiff brings her Action and 
prays Judgment for the same with Costs of sute and shall pray etc. 


Copia Vera N. Chevin, Clk. Curia 


The next two cases, rising above the precinct jurisdiction, were tried in the General 
Court at October Term 1703 Both seem to have gotten past the Grand Jury, and to have 
been decided by the Petit Jury. Note that the events of both cases occurred, or began, 
in July, and that both accused witches were of “Coratuck” (Currituck) Precinct. Perhaps 
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we may infer that in that summer, almost 300 years ago, that coastal precinct 
experienced a witch-scare? 


Of the two cases, Susannah Evans and Martha Richardson, HRC records more ex- 
tensively that of Evans. This, we suspect, is why Inglis Fletcher turned to it for “local 
color” in two of her historical novels) MEN OF ALBEMARLE, and LUSTY WIND FOR 
CAROLINA. The novels fictionize Susanna Evans as a widow, and as a sort of foster 
mother of the beautiful, young, wild Ann Bonney, who would become an infamous 
female pirate of the Atlantic coast and the Caribbean. Fletcher has Susannah hanged by 
a lynch mob at Queen Ann’s Town (later Edenton), but the records say, “Not so”. 

In reporting the Evans and Richardson ordeals, we photocopy the HCR transcriptions. 


Read them carefully; you will want to know, gentle readers, what to expect if you run 
afoul of a Currituck witch: 


[CCR 148] 
Corahtuck precinct august the 31t 1703 


The Deposition of Tho. Boucher aged: 39: yeares or there aboutt sayeth that 
upon the: 24th: of July 1703 your Deponents Houshould (or fammaly) was Then 
in perfect helth Excepting one person which was Recovering out of his ‘salliva- _ 
tion: the same day att Eve I your deponent Called one Tho. Walker a servant of 
yor Deponents to Come to meet: but he instantly Cryed out that his paines was 
soe Great that he Cold not Come Crying out of his belley and stummack and 
soe Continueth dissabled to this Day; the next morning it being the 25th of 
July: 1703 the aforesaid Walkers wife Came from John Evans his House and 
youre Deponent said to her I was very Glad that shee was Come. that shee, 
might nurse her husband; within one hower or two my wife was taken with a: 
pain in her feet soe Exstreemly and sevearly that shee Cryed out: and 
acquainted me that her paine was in such sort that her feet Felt as if a thousand 
alls or nailes was Pearsing them and Could Have noe Ease but when her feet 
was put in hott water soe she Continued: 24: howers Then the paine seassed 
in her feet but shee was tormented in her bowels to the day of her death the 
which sickness Continued abought a month and many helpfull men and 
woman: indevered to give her Ease and helpe but all in vaine and it was | 
observed that [illegible] shee was taken sick shee Cried owt of John Evans 
his wife still saying that shee was an Evall woman and that shee was sattisfied ‘ 
that she suffered Those great paines by her meanes and Ernestly desiered mee * 
to have her Examined and serched for shee should sertainly Dy but it may 
serve to prevent her from Doing more Mischeif This she said with many more 
words Releating to the said Evans his wife ading that shee Coold not slumber 
but she thought of her before many persons present soe that in a bought a 
weake after shee was taken 1 Thomas Bowcher your Doponent was allso Taken 
with strainge and unuseual paines in my stomack and belley and Prevyiparts _ 
and am still afflicted to this day soe that I and my wife Could herdly Tell which 
Shoid Dy furst and Tho. Taylor and his wife and all the people of my famally 
ware soe bad that one Could not helpe another: sometime before my wife 
Dyed John Evans Came for me To meet his wife att Mr. Tho. vandermulens 
to appeare before Mr. Richd. Cominfort for she that was his wife was not 
willing te heare such Renorts against her selfe I Readelv went and there 
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acquainted what obligation my wife had Laid one me to serch the matter 
more plaine John Evans and his wife Did abuse me and my wife and he 
Thretned me that he wold much bruse by body I’acquainted him that I was 
sick he said that he did not beleive but that 1 was as well as he this is what 
is most pertinent and what I Can Remember the which I doe attest and sett 
my hand unto. 


Tho. Bowcher 


Copia Vera Test. Edwd. Tayler Clk. Court 
This Deposition Sworen Too in open Court The 31st day of august 1703 
Test. Edwd. Tayler Clk. Court 
. [Endorsed:] 
The Deposition of Tho. Bowcher 





[CCR 192] 


To the honorable Generall Court 


Jno. Eveans humbly Sheweth Wheras yor pettitioner having his Wife 


‘brought to this honorable Court as a Conficted Person: being Concerned 
with familier Spirits under the Notion of a Wich to yor pettitioners. great 
Damage and Detriment yor pettitioner humbly prays that this honorable 
Court may bring the same to proofe and tryall Liveing so far a Distance and 
yor pettitioner As in Duty bound Shall pray. 


[CCR 192] 
North Carolina ss. To the Honorable the Generall Court 


The Humble Petition of Susannah Evans.Most humbley Sheweth That Tho. 
Bourchier hath put your petitioner to great Charge and trouble by Causing your 
petitioner to be Comitted for A Witch And your petitioner humbly prays your 


Honors will be pleased to grant an Attachment against the Said Bourchiers 


Estate and She Shall pray ete. 
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presentment is made to the Grand Jury that Susannah Evans 


of the precinct of Coratuck in the County of Albemarle [in] the 


province of North Carolina not having the fear of God before her 
Eyes but bein led by the Instigation of the Devill did on or about 
the twenty fifth day of July last past the body of Deborah Bourshier 


being then in the peace of our soveraigne Lady the Queen Divel- 


ishly and Malitiously bewitch and by assistance of the Devill afflict 
with mortall paynes the body of the said Deborah Bourshier whereby 
the said Deborah Departed this life And alsoe did Diabolically and 
malitiously bewitch several] other of her Majesties Liege Subjects 


a2 
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HIGHER-COURT RECORDS 


against the peace of our said soveraigne Lady the Queen and against 
the forme of the statute in that Case made and provided And the 
Marshall is Comanded to come etc. And there Came Mr. Robt. Wallis 
James Farlow Wm. Early Francis Beasly James Ward John [Widby] 
John Wattkins [Zak] Keton Robt. Lowry William Simson William 
Luftman Hugh Prichard Cornelius Jones Richd. Stamp Richd. Mard- 
son Cornelius Fitzpatrick who were Impananlled and [is] sworn ~ 
saying wee of the Jury find no Bill and the person Ignoramus and itis . 
ordered that the said Susanh. Evens be acquitted paying the Charges. . 
Presentment is made to the Grand Jury that Martha’ Richardson” 
of the precinct of Corratuck of the County of Albemar! in the province 
of North Carolina [torn] having the fear of God before her Eyes but 
[being] [torn] On by the Intigation of the Divill did on [torn] the 
20th day of July last past the Body of { William] Parker being in the 
peace of our Sovereign Lady the Queen Devillishly and Maliciously 
B[ewitch} and by asistance of the Devill afflict the Body [torn] said 
William Parker and also did Diabolically [and] maliciously Bewich 
severall other of her [torn] Leige subjects against the peace of [torn] 
sovereign Lady the aia and against [torn] of the statute in that 
case made and provided [torn] the marshall is Commanded to come 
etc. and [torn] came Mr. Robt. Wallis James Farlow William Early 
Francis Beasly James Ward John [torn] John Wattkins Zacha 
Keeton Robt. Lowry [William] Simson William Luftman Hug 
Prichard [Cornelius] Jones Richd. Stamp Richd. Madran Cornelius 
Fitzpatrick who were Impanelled and sworne saying wee of the 
Jury find no Bill and the person Ignoramus and it is or ered that the 
said Martha Richardson be acquitted paying the Charge. 


Our next case is one of defamation, brought in February 1704 (NS) by Henry Norman 
and wife Anne against Christopher Gale and wife Sarah. This was a scant four months 
after the court ordeal of Evans and Richardson. We might tend to pass it off as 
“frivolous” did we not remember the seriousness of the recent charges against the Curri- 
tuck women; then we can understand Anne Norman’s eagerness to nip in the bud any 
such charges against herself. 

The case is note-worthy, also, due to the persons involved. This writer admits an 
espescial interest; the Normans are my gegee-grandparents. See a following article, in 
this Journal, for comments on the principals of the case. 
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{Norman and wife v. Gale and wife] 





[CCR 192] 


North Carolina ss. To the Honorable General Court etc. 


Henry Norman and Anne his wife are plaintiffs. against Christopher Gale 
Esqr. and Sarah his wife Defendants In A plea of the Case upon Defamation 
and Sett forth and Declare That whereas the plaintiffs have att all times well 
behaved themselves and been of good repute amongst all her Majesties Liege 
people and never were Suspected or Conscious of Witch Craft which the 
Defendant Sarah well knowing yett of mere malice minding and Intending to 
lessen the Creditt and reputation of the plaintiffs and thereby Intending to 
bring the plaintiff Anne under the penalty of the Statute in Such Cases made 
and provided in the Month of February last past att the House of Cornelius 
Lerry late Deceased and within this Government in the audience and hearing 
of Divers of her Majesties Liege people did utter and pronounce these false 
Scandalous and Malitious words of and to the plaintiff Anne to witt you (mean- 
ing the plaintiff Anne) are a witch and Ile prove itt By which false Scandalous 
and Malitious words the plaintiffs in their Name fame and reputation Say. 
they are Dampnifyd Two hundred pounds Sterling for which they have brought 
this action and humbly Crave Judgment of this Honorable Court for the Same 
with Costs of Sute And they Shall pray etc. 


Copia Testis Tho. Snoden Clericus Curiae 
[Endorsed:] 
Nosman and Uxor versus Gale and Uxor 
In Case 
Sur Defamation 


GENERAL COURT, MARCH 1704 


[CCR 148] 
North Carolina ss. To the Provost Marshall or Deputy 

These are in the Name of his Excellency the Palatine and the rest of the 
true and absolute Lords and Proprietors to will and require you to arrest the 
Bodyes of Christopher Gale Esquire and Sarah his wife and them to hold Soe 
that they appear att the next Generall Court to be held for this Province the last 
Tuesday in March next att House of Captain John Hecklefield in Little River 
to answer the Complaint of Henry Norman and Anne his wife In a Plea of the 
Case upon Defamation And have there this writt Dated the 28th Day of 
February Anno Domini 1709/4. 

Tho. Snoden Clerk Court, 


[Endorsed:] 
Executed March the llth 1703/4. Per Tho. Welsh Deputy Marshall 
Retraxit 18th 
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Note that the Normans withdrew (“Retraxit”) their case on March 18. We don’t know 
if their action was due to intimidation, arbitration, negotiation, or what. 

The order to “arrest the bodyes” of the Gales did not mean that they would be clapt 
in jail. It was a summons. 


4 


The last mention of witchcraft in the HCR transcriptions is of two defamation cases 
before the General Court of July-August 1706. In both cases, Mary Rooks, who we met 
in court in 1701, defends her good name and reputation, being awarded damages in the 
first case of one shilling and costs, and in the second case, five shillings and costs. 

First, “Mary Rookes comes to prosecute her Sute against Thomas Collins Defendant in 
a plea of the Case and Declares that the Defendant the Seaventh Day of January last 
past att the Dwelling house of Wm. White in the precinct of perquimons and within the 
jurisdiction of this court designeing and Evilly intending to take away the Good name 
etc. of the plaintiff Did then and there in the hearing of Divers of her Majesties Leidge 
people pronounce utter and Declare these falce Malitcous and Scandalous Words videlicet 
you meaning the plaintiff are a Damned Witch and have bewitched my wife and Divers 
other falce etc And the defendant in his proper person comes and Defends the force and 
Injury etc. and for plea Saith that he is not Guilty in manner and fame as in the 
plaintiffs Declaration is Set forth and for Tyrall putts himself upon the Country and the 
plaintiff Likewise Therefore the Marshall is required to cause to come Twelve etc. who 
etc. by whom etc..and there came.......” 

In the second case, the defendant is Walter Tanner of “the precinct of perquimons” 
who, at “the Dwelling house of James Layton” publically accused her of being a Witch. 

Of the jurors of Mary’s cases of 1706, we note two who would enjoy some notoriety 
on the South Shore. James Fewox had by then built a log house there. Fewox, you will 
recall from a previous Journal, was in deep trouble in 1696-1698 for false coinage. 
William Fryle would, by 1735, own a house on Kendrick’s Creek in which Tyrrell 
Count Court met for at least five years. 


(Higher Court Records. NC Department of Archives & History) 
(Historical and Genealogical Register. J.R.B. Hathaway) 
EAN 
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LOCALE AND DRAMTIS PERSONAE OF NORMAN AND WIFE 
VS. GALE AND WIFE 


In February 1704, Christopher Gale was a Justice of the General Court. In early April, 
he would be appointed Attorney General of the Colony, the two positions to be served 
concurrently. He would later serve many years as chief Justice of North Carolina. 

Sarah Laker Harvey, widow of Deputy Governor Thomas Harvey, had married Gale in 
1702. By his will, dated 1696, probated 1699, Thomas had left to Sarah his Harvey’s 
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Neck home plantation “during the terme of her naturall life.” Sarah was a daughter of 
the late Benjamin Laker, deputy to one of the Lords Proprietors and therefore, a member 
of the Governor’s Council. 

Westward, up Albemarle Sound’s north shore from Sarah’s life estate, was the land of 
Cornelius Leary (Leery) at whose house the alleged “defamation” was uttered. West of 
Leary’s lay a 100-acre tract, formerly Josias Fendals, now owned by Samuel Swann, son 
of the affluent senior Samuel. The next ownership, with “100 poles” (1650 feet) of 
Sound frontage, was the home plantation of Henry Norman, purchased by him in 1685 
from William and Margaret Titterton. 

Henry, a prosperous cooper, had witnessed the will of Thomas Harvey, and his oath 
was among those proving the will at probate. His first wife, Mary, had died, apparently 
childless, in 1691. His present wife, Anne, had bourne him a daughter and a son during 
the past three years. (The son, Henry, would establish the family name on the South 
Shore after the death of his parents.) Henry seems to have always kept two indentured 
servants and at least one negro slave and/or an Indian “servant.” 

Anne, nee Walker, had been brought to the colony as an indentured servant. In a 
deposition dated 1697, she stated that upon the death of her first master she “was seized 
upon by Governor Seth Sothel, and by him sold unto Mr. William Wilkinson.” While 
servant to Wilkison, Anne was delivered of a bastard child, for which offence her term 
of indenture was extended one year. We find no record of the survival or fate of the 
child. 

Upon expiration of her servitude, Anne married Stephen Hancock, A Quaker widower 
with children and a decidedly un-Quakerish work ethic. they lived on the Yeopim River, 
on land not Stephen’s own, in a house below the accepted standards of time and place. 
Hancock died 1692, leaving Anne childless, and we suspect, pennyless. The date of her 
marriage to Henry Norman continues to elude us, but was before 1694. 

Sources: 
(Higher Court Records: N.C. Archives and History) 
(Colonial Records: State of N.C. Reprint by Broadfoot) 
(Dictionary of N.C. Biography: Powell) 
(Perquimans County Deed Book) 
EAN 
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An’ all us other children, when the supper things is done, 
We set around the kitchen fire an’ has the mostest fun 
A-list’nin’ to the witch-tales at’ Annie tells about, 
An’ the Gobble-uns ‘at gits you 
Ef you 
Don’t 
Watch 
Out! 
James Whitcomb Riley 
(1849-1916) 
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Hysteria in the Bay Colony 


“Witchcraft hysteria seized Salem (now Danvers), Massachusetts, in the spring of 1692, 
when a group of young women began experiencing hysterical pains and delusions. The 
local physician could find no physical cause, so the Reverend Samuel Pattis and a con- 
ference of ministers attributed the malady to witchcraft, a notion the Puritans brought 
with them from England. When the afflicted girls began accusing certain villagers of 
acting as ‘agents of the devil’ a special court was formed to try the cases. Of the 
several hundred persons accused, many were inprisoned, nineteen were hanged, and one, 
Giles Corey, was pressed to death for refusing to answer charges; contrary to popular 
legend, no one was burned at the stake........ 


(THE ANNALS OF AMERICA, Vol. 1 
EB, Inc. 1968) 


ali ee cet a 


During recent logging, a gravestone with the following inscription was found on 


property formerly part of the Pettigrew “Belgrade” plantation. The owner, Weyerhaeuser 
Company, is protecting the site. 


Here Lies Buried 
George Trotter 
Who Died on the 18th Day of 
August 1802 
Aged 36 years 


(Anyone having knowledge of George Trotter, please contact WCGS) 





“By 1799 The Lake Company property had been developed to the extent of having 
three tenants---Issac, Charles, and John Norman---two barnes, one stable, one machine 
house, one saw mill, one grist mill, one warehouse, and two dwelling houses with out 
houses”. 

(PARSON PETTIGREW OF THE OLD CHURCH.) 

(The “Lake Company property” encompassed the later “Somerset” of the Collinses. The 
Normans were first cousins: Isaac, son of Joseph, Charles, of Nehemiah, and John, of 
John. ed.) 


Oe cos oo ee 
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ABSTRACT OF WILL OF PRUSSIA WALKER 


PRUSSIA WALKER 18 November 1860 No Probate noted 
Washington County, N.C. 

I appoint Dr. James W. Bell my Exr and give him $200 and $500 for medical services. 
If he dies before me this money is for his wife Mary Eliza and her children. My exr is 
to sell my perishable estate and pay for my funeral and burial after the style of my late 
husband Thomas Walker. To the children of my dec’d son John Walker--Negro and 
notes against Martha A. Walker and Thomas J. Walker. To Elizabeth P. Hargrave-- $100 
plus her portion I have bequathed to the children of said Jordan Walker, Daughter Eliza 
Bell 3/8 of the remaining Negroes and clothing, silver, etc. To my daughter Ann Eunice 
Norcum--3/8 of the remaining Negroes, notes, bed, etc to be used for her support, at her 
death to be delivered with two-thirds to Ann R. Norcum and one-third to Emily Grist. 
To the children of my dec’d daughter Caroline F Swift-2/8 of remaining Negroes, piano- 
forte. Daughter Lois E. Walker--1/4 of my notes, bed. My exr is to deliver to Joshua T. 
Swift one bed. Any of my heirs who try to destroy this will shall be cut from my 
estate/ 
Ex Dr James W. Bell 
Wit N.D. Norman, William Bagley 


Codicil. 29 November 1862 

Sale of a Negro ordered with proceeds divided into five shares, between (1) The 
children of my son Jordan Walker, (2) My daughter Ann Eunice, (3) My daughter Mary 
Eliza, (4) My daughter Emily and (5) the children of my daughter Caroline. 
Ex Joshua S. Swift 


(Abstract of Wills Halifax County North Carolina 
1855-1591 
David B. Gammon) 
(Copied 7/22/99 at HOPE PLANTATION.) 





-At Census 1860, Prussia Walker, widow of Thomas, owned 53 slaves, ages 1-70 





“Ordered that no person sell or Reale Liquire of any kind in the Prison” 


(Tyrrell County Court Minutes 
September 1737) 
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ROGER SNELL OF PERQUIMANS PRECINCT 
In the 1690’s, the colonial government decreed that the various precincts record their 
births, marriages and deaths. Efforts of most precincts were indifferent, but Perquimans 
responded most vigorously. The following vital statistics found among the Perquimans 


records. 


-Roger Snell & Mary Casell ware mariade by Tho: Harvey Esgr: The 15th: October: 
1692 


-Roger Snell ye son of Roger Snell & Rebeckah his wife was borne ye 4th of April 
1682 


-Mary Snell ye daughter of Roger Snell & Rebeckah his wife was borne ye 8th of Dec 
December 1684 


-Thomas Snell ye son of Roger Snell & Rebacka his wife was borne ye Sth of March 
1686 


-Katherane Snell ye daughter of Roger Snell & Rebacka his wife was borne ye 15th of 
May 1689 


-Robert Snell departed this life ye 4th of March 1692 

-Roger Snell ye son of Roger Snell departed this life ye 8br: 1692 

-Mary Snell daughter of Roger Snell departed this life ye 20th:? of June 1693 
-Roger Snell ye son of Roger Snell was born ye tenth day of March 1698/97 


In 1765, one Roger Snell (the Roger born in Perquimans in “1698/97"?) made his will 
in Tyrrell County, as did his son, Roger, in 1772. 





“Ordered that Capn. Downing be and he is hereby appointed to Errect, Build, and finish 
a Courthouse or agree with workmen to Build, errect and finish one of the following 
Demention (vizt) of the length of Thirty foot and of the Bredth of Twenty and of the 


height of fourteen foot and to finish and Compleat the Same & not to Exceed the sum 
of Three hundred pounds.” 


(Tyrrell County Court Minutes 
September 1737) 
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GOING “HOME” TO BULLS BAY 


We exerpt from a recent WILDLIFE IN NORTH CAROLINA article by Bland 
Simpson, a descendant of our ancient Tyrrell Spruills. Mr. Simpson is a notable 
North Carolina author, and member of the celebrated musical group, THE RED 
CLAY RAMBLERS. Now a resident of the Chapel Hill area, he spent much of his 
youth in Pasquotank County. 


“One overcast spring Saturday, the first of March just past, I rambled down to 
Tyrrell and Washington counties for a closer look at the low, low lands my West 
Scot kinsman Godfrey Spruill came into exactly 300 years ago. Doctor Spruill, a 
surgeon in his early forties, and his wife, Joanna, were settling a patch of ground on 
the west bank of the Scuppernong River at its mouth into Bull Bay, and I wanted to 
boat upon the broad waters of that bay and see something of what they saw when 
they floated across the Albemarle Sound and entered the section now known as 
Colonial Beach but then in the 1690s called simply “Heart’s Delight.” 

«we were plying the Scuppernong from a west-bank landing just down river of 
Columbia, the county seat where my grandmother Evelyn Spruill nearly 90 years ago 
had met my grandfather J. A. Page in jail---when he was the man in charge of 
building it and she was a curious local citizen there on a brother’s arm, just check- 
ing out the security of its design.” 


As Simpson wandered the wilds of Bull Neck Swamp, “An unseen duck flushed, 
and wings booming in flight in such a forest will wake a body.....1 was more than a 
mile from Deep Creek Landing, alone in bear country, let alone bulls, and with no 
difficulty I recalled the tale of my cousin Thomas Yerby, who a generation ago was 
sheriff of Tyrrell County and who once, returning from a deer hunt hereabouts, found 
the swamp lane back to his vehicle blocked by a large black bear that, upon seeing 
Thomas, then lumbered purposefully toward him. Thomas came out all right, though 
----he had a shotgun and buckshot, and he was loaded, as it turned out that day, for 
bear.” 


“A vine of muscadine, the deep purple grape of which the hearty scuppernong is a 
sport, was heavy laden with ripe fruit, so on my way out of Bull Neck Swamp, to 


the Old Country I tipped my hat, and then filled it.” 


(WILDLIFE IN NORTH CAROLINA. Bland Simpson, December 1997) 


$¢¢ 4 @ 
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MYSTERY OF A LOST AND FOUND 


In the Biggs cemetery on Blair Shore Road, Washington County, North Carolina, there 
is a footstone with the letters Z.P. A. It was assumed for years that this was the grave 
of Zephaniah Powell Alexander. Now no one is sure by the following events: Vernon 
Everett was investigating a cemetery plot on Pea Ridge Road next to Wallace Craddock 
store. Mr. Wallace appeared and said there were several tombstones in a clump of trees 
behind the Mullennex house at 3179 Pea Ridge Road. This was the former property of ° 
Lucy Pritchett Alexander and Alvah W. Alexander, Sr.. To Vernons surprise there were 
two government issued Union tombstones, one standing and one laying flat partly 
covered with dirt. The inscription read on the standing stone ABRAM SWAIN, the flat 
stone read ZEPHANIAN POWELL ALEXANDER with the following: co. C 1ST 
NORTH CAROLINA REGIMENT. This inscription appeared on both tombstones. Ronnie 
Pritchett talked with Lucy Alexander about this and she said she did not know the 
stones were there. With the gracious permission of Sara and Gary Mullennex on April 
29, 1999, I set the tombstone upright and cemented a base. Now the mystery and 
question “WHO IS BURIED WHERE”? 

Zephanial Powell Alexander, who was from Washington County, North Carolina, was 
my great grandfather who served three years in the Union army and was wounded in the 


head. 
RKD 
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A MATTER OF PERSPECTIVE 
POETS CONTEMPLATE DEATH 


Grow old along with me: 
The best is yet to be, 
The last of life, for which the first was made: 
Our time are in his hand 
Who saith, “A whole I planned, 
Youth shows but half; trust God: see all, 
Nor be afraid!” 
Rabbi Ben Ezra 
Robert Browning (1812-1889) 


«He thinks of his morn of life, 
His hale, strong years, 

And braves as he may the night 

Of darkness and tears. 


cel 


Winter Nightfall 
Robert Bridges (1844-19300 
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As courage and intelligence are the two qualities 
best worth a good man’s cultivation, so it is the 
first part of intelligence to recognize our precarious 
estate in life, and the first part of 
courage to be not at all abashed before the fact. 
Robert Louis Stevenson (1850-1894) 


So live, that when thy summons comes to join 

The innumerable caravan, which moves 

To that mysterious realm, where each shall take 

His chamber in the silent halls of death, 

Thou go not, like the quarry-slave at night, 

Scourged to his dungeon, but sustained and soothed 

By an unfaltering trust, approach thy grave, 

Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch 

About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams. 
Thanatopsis 
William Cullen Bryan (1794-1878) 





The following begins Robert Frost’s (1874-1963) seven-page narrative poem, 
THE GENERATIONS OF MEN. 


A governor it was proclaimed this time, 

When all who would come seeking in New Hampshire 

Ancestral memories might come together. 

And those of the name Stark gathered in Bow, 

A rock-strewn town where farming has fallen off, 

And sprout-lands florish where the ax has gone. 

Someone had literally run to earth 

In an old cellar hole in a byroad 

The origin of all the family there. 

Thence they were sprung, so numerous a tribe 

That now not all the houses left in town 

Made shift to shelter them without the help 

Of here and there a tent in grove and orchard. 

There were at Bow, but that was not enough: 

Nothing would do but they must fix a day 

To stand together on the crater’s verge 

That turned them on the world, and try to fathom 

The past and get some strangeness out of it.. 
(NORTH OF BOSTON. Published 1914) 
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In 1786 the Tyrrell Courthouse was at Ba 


LAWS OF NORTH CAROLINA--1789 


CHAPTER 1X. 


An Act for Granting to the Inhabitants of Tyrrel County a Privilege of Hold- 
ing Separate Elections for Members of Assembly. ; 


Whereas, it is represented to this General Assembly by petitions from a 
number of the inhabitants of the county of Tyrrel, that the great extent of 
said county (it being one hundred miles in Jength) renders it very difficult, 
troublesome and expensive for them to travel to the court-house to give 
their suffrage for members to represent them in General Assembly, many 
of them having to go by water the distance of sixty miles, and others who 
travel by land have very broad waters to ferry over, are often prevented 
by bad weather and contrary winds, by reason of which they are deprived 
of their suffrage, and by consequence of a representation in fact in this 
Assembly: For remedy whereof, 

I. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of North Carolina, 
and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That from and after 
the passing of this Act, it shall and may be lawful for the sheriff of the 
said county of Tyrrel, or any of his proper deputies, and he or any of them is 
hereby authorised and required, to open an election on the day preceding the 


time appointed by law, at the Old-Fort Landing Plantation, at the house of | 


Robert M’Callister on Alligator River, and at the Glebe-House near Ken- 
drick’s Creek, for the ease and conveniency of the voters in the most dis- 
tant parts of the said county, under the same rules as are prescribed for 
holding the general election; and the ballots so taken shali be sealed up 
by the inspectors of the poll in the presence of the sheriff, or his deputy 
who held the election, and by them be transmitted to the court-house under 
the care of the said sheriff or his deputy; which ballots so taken shall and 
they are hereby declared to be part of the election of the said county, any 
thing to the contrary notwithstanding. Provided, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall deprive any person entitled to vote for members in said county, 
and who has not already given his vote at either of the places above men- 


. tioned, from giving his suffrage at the court-house on the days of the gen- 


eral election for the body of the county. 


ck Landing, near the mouth of Scuppernong 


River. The polling place on Kendrick’s Creek, ordered by the new Act, would be of 


great convience to those living from Welches 


Rehoboth Church. The far eastern inhabitants wou 
broad waters” (the treacherous Alligator River) to Fort 


present Dare County. 
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Creek eastward to the area of present 
ld, however, still have to endure “very 
Landing from the mainland of 
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